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Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) Contract
Section 8 Tenant-Based Assistance
Housing Choice Voucher Program

OMB Burden Statement. The public reporting burden for this information collection is estimated to be up to 0.5 hours, including the time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This
collection of information is required to establish the terms between a private market owner and 2 PHA for participating in the program, including whether the
tenant or owner pays for utilities and services. Assurances of confidentiality are not provided under this collection. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions to reduce this burden, to the Office of Public and Indian Housing, US.
Department of Housing and Urban Development, Washington, DC 20410. HUD may not conduct and sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information unless the collection displays a valid control number.

Privacy Notice. The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is authorized to collect the information on this form by 24 CFR § 982.451. The
information is used to provide Section 8 tenant-based assistance under the Housing Choice Voucher program in the form of housing assistance payments. The

Personally Identifiable Information (PII) data collected on this form are not stored or retrieved within a system of record.

Instructions for use of HAP Contract

This form of Housing Assistance Payments Contract (HAP
contract) is used to provide Section 8 tenant-based assistance under
the housing choice voucher program (voucher program) of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The main
regulation for this program is 24 Code of Federal Regulations Part
982.

The local voucher program is administered by a public housing
agency (PHA). The HAP contract is an agreement between the
PHA and the owner of a unit occupied by an assisted family. The
HAP contract has three parts:

Part A Contract information (fill-ins).

See section by section instructions.

Part B Body of contract

Part C Tenancy addendum

Use of this form

Use of this HAP contract is required by HUD. Modification of the
HAP contract is not permitted. The HAP contract must be word-
for-word in the form prescribed by HUD.

However, the PHA may choose to add the following:

Language that prohibits the owner from collecting a security
deposit in excess of private market practice, or in excess of
amounts charged by the owner to unassisted tenants. Such a
prohibition must be added to Part A of the HAP contract.

Language that defines when the housing assistance payment by the
PHA is deemed received by the owner (e.g., upon mailing by the
PHA or actual receipt by the owner). Such language must be added
to Part A of the HAP contract.

To prepare the HAP contract, fill in all contract information in Part
A of the contract. Part A must then be executed by the owner and
the PHA.

Use for special housing types

In addition to use for the basic Section § voucher program, this
form must also be used for the following “special housing types”
which are voucher program variants for special needs (see 24 CFR
Part 982, Subpart M): (1) single room occupancy (SRO) housing;
(2) congregate housing; (3) group home; (4) shared housing; and
(5) manufactured home rental by a family that leases the
manufactured home and space. When this form is used for a special
housing type, the special housing type shall be specified in Part A
of the HAP contract, as follows: “This HAP contract is used for the
following special housing type under HUD regulations for the
Section 8 voucher program: (Insert Name of Special Housing
type).”

However, this form may not be used for the following special
housing types: (1) manufactured home space rental by a family that
owns the manufactured home and leases only the space; (2)

cooperative housing; and (3) the homeownership option under
Section 8(y) of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
14371(y)).

How to fill in Part A
Section by Section Instructions

Section 2: Tenant
Enter full name of tenant.

Section 3. Contract Unit
Enter address of unit, including apartment number, if any.

Section 4. Household Members

Enter full names of all PHA-approved household members.
Specify if any such person is a live-in aide, which is a person
approved by the PHA to reside in the unit to provide supportive
services for a family member who is a person with disabilities

Section 5. Initial Lease Term
Enter first date and last date of initial lease term.

The initial lease term must be for at least one year. However, the
PHA may approve a shorter initial lease term if the PHA
determines that:

*  Such shorter term would improve housing opportunities
for the tenant, and
*  Such shorter term is the prevailing local market practice.

Section 6. Initial Rent to Owner

Enter the amount of the monthly rent to owner during the initial
lease term. The PHA must determine that the rent to owner is
reasonable in comparison to rent for other comparable unassisted
units. During the initial lease term, the owner may not raise the rent
to owner.

Section 7. Housing Assistance Payment

Enter the initial amount of the monthly housing assistance
payment.

Section 8. Utilities and Appliances.

The lease and the HAP contract must specify what utilities and
appliances are to be supplied by the owner, and what utilities and
appliances are to be supplied by the tenant. Fill in section 8 to
show who is responsible to provide or pay for utilities and
appliances.
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Housing Assistance Payments Contract
(HAP Contract)

Section 8 Tenant-Based Assistance
Housing Choice Voucher Program

U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
Office of Public and Indian Housing

Part A of the HAP Contract: Contract Information

(To prepare the contract, fill out all contract information in Part A.)

1. Contents of Contract
This HAP contract has three parts:

Part A: Contract Information
Part B: Body of Contract
Part C: Tenancy Addendum

2. Tenant

3.  Contract Unit

4. Household

The following persons may reside in the unit. Other persons may not be added to the household without prior written approval of

the owner and the PHA.

5. Initial Lease Term

The initial lease term begins on (mm/dd/yyyy):

The initial lease term ends on (mm/dd/yyyy):

6. Initial Rent to Owner
The initial rent to owner is: $

During the initial lease term, the owner may not raise the rent to owner.

7. Inmitial Housing Assistance Payment

The HAP contract term commences on the first day of the initial lease term. At the beginning of the HAP contract term, the amount

of the housing assistance payment by the PHA to the owner is $

The amount of the monthly housing assistance payment by the PHA to the owner is subject to change during the HAP contract term

in accordance with HUD requirements.
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8. Utilities and Appliances
The owner shall provide or pay for the utilities/appliances indicated below by an “O”. The tenant shall provide or pay for the

utilities/appliances indicated below by a “T”. Unless otherwise specified below, the owner shall pay for all utilities and provide the
refrigerator and range/microwave.

ltem Specify fuel type Paid by

Heating [ Natural gas [ Botted gas O Blectric [ Heat Pump O o O other

Cooking [ Natural gas [ Bottled gas [ Blectric O other

Water Heating [ watural gas [ Bottled gas [ Electric 1 oi O other

Other Electric

Water

Sewer

Trash Collection

Air Conditioning

Other (specify)

Provided by

Refrigerator

Range/Microwave
Signatures
I/We, the undersigned, certify under penalty of perjury that the information provided above is true and correct. WARNING: Anyone

who knowingly submits a false claim or makes a false statement is subject to criminal and/or civil penalties, including confinement for
up to 5 years, fines, and civil and administrative penalties. (18 U.S.C. § 287, 1001, 1010, 1012; U.S.C. § 3729, 3802).

Public Housing Agency Owner
Print or Type Name of PHA Print or Type Name of Owner
Signature Signature
Print or Type Name and Title of Signatory Print or Type Name and Title of Signatory
Date (mm/dd/yyyy) Date (mm/dd/yyyy)
Mail payments to:
Name

Address (street, city, state, zip code)
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Housing Assistance Payments Contract
(HAP Contract)

Section 8 Tenant-Based Assistance
Housing Choice Voucher Program

U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
Office of Public and Indian Housing

Part B of HAP Contract: Body of Contract

1.

Purpose
a. This is a HAP contract between the PHA and the owner.

The HAP contract is entered to provide assistance for
the family under the Section 8 voucher program (see
HUD program regulations at 24 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 982).

The HAP contract only applies to the household and
contract unit specified in Part A of the HAP contract.

During the HAP contract term, the PHA will pay
housing assistance payments to the owner in
accordance with the HAP contract.

The family will reside in the contract unit with
assistance under the Section 8 voucher program. The
housing assistance payments by the PHA assist the
tenant to lease the contract unit from the owner for
occupancy by the family.

Lease of Contract Unit

a.

The owner has leased the contract unit to the tenant for
occupancy by the family with assistance under the
Section 8 voucher program.

. The PHA has approved leasing of the unit in

accordance with requirements of the Section 8
voucher program.

The lease for the contract unit must include word-for-
word all provisions of the tenancy addendum required
by HUD (Part C of the HAP contract).

The owner certifies that:

(1) The owner and the tenant have entered into
a lease of the contract unit that includes all
provisions of the tenancy addendum.

(2) The lease is in a standard form that is used
in the locality by the owner and that is
generally used for other unassisted tenants
in the premises.

(3) The lease is consistent with State and local
law.

The owner is responsible for screening the family’s
behavior or suitability for tenancy. The PHA is not
responsible for such screening. The PHA has no
liability or responsibility to the owner or other persons
for the family’s behavior or the family’s conduct in
tenancy.

Maintenance, Utilities, and Other Services
The owner must maintain the contract unit and

premises in accordance with the housing quality
standards (HQS).

. The owner must provide all utilities needed to comply

with the HQS.

4.

c. If the owner does not maintain the contract unit in

accordance with the HQS, or fails to provide all
utilities needed to comply with the HQS, the PHA may
exercise any available remedies. PHA remedies for
such breach include recovery of overpayments,
suspension of housing assistance payments,
abatement or other reduction of housing assistance
payments, termination of housing assistance
payments, and termination of the HAP contract. The
PHA may not exercise such remedies against the
owner because of an HQS breach for which the family
is responsible, and that is not caused by the owner.

. The PHA shall not make any housing assistance pay-

ments if the contract unit does not meet the HQS,
unless the owner corrects the defect within the period
specified by the PHA and the PHA verifies the
correction. If a defect is life threatening, the owner
must correct the defect within no more than 24 hours.
For other defects, the owner must correct the defect
within the period specified by the PHA.

. The PHA may inspect the contract unit and premises

at such times as the PHA determines necessary, to
ensure that the unit is in accordance with the HQS.

The PHA must notify the owner of any HQS defects
shown by the inspection.

. The owner must provide all housing services as agreed

to in the lease.

Term of HAP Contract
a. Relation to lease term. The term of the HAP contract

begins on the first day of the initial term of the lease,
and terminates on the last day of the term of the lease
(including the initial lease term and any extensions).

b. When HAP contract terminates.

(1) The HAP contract terminates automatically
if the lease is terminated by the owner or
the tenant.

(2) The PHA may terminate program
assistance for the family for any grounds
authorized in accordance with HUD
requirements. If the PHA terminates
program assistance for the family, the HAP
contract terminates automatically.

(3) If the family moves from the contract unit,
the HAP contract terminates automatically.

(4) The HAP contract terminates automatically
180 calendar days after the last housing
assistance payment to the owner.

(5) The PHA may terminate the HAP contract
if the PHA determines, in accordance with
HUD requirements, that available program
funding is not sufficient to support
continued assistance for families in the
program.
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(6) The HAP contract terminates automatically
upon the death of a single member
household, including single member
households with a live-in aide.

(7) The PHA may terminate the HAP contract
if the PHA determines that the contract unit
does not provide adequate space in
accordance with the HQS because of an
increase in family size or a change in family
composition.

(8) If the family breaks up, the PHA may
terminate the HAP contract, or may
continue housing assistance payments on
behalf of family members who remain in
the contract unit.

(9) The PHA may terminate the HAP contract
if the PHA determines that the unit does not
meet all requirements of the HQS, or
determines that the owner has otherwise
breached the HAP contract.

5.  Provision and Payment for Utilities and Appliances

a. The lease must specify what utilities are to be
provided or paid by the owner or the tenant.

b. The lease must specify what appliances are to be pro-
vided or paid by the owner or the tenant.

c. Part A of the HAP contract specifies what utilities and
appliances are to be provided or paid by the owner or
the tenant. The lease shall be consistent with the HAP
contract.

6. Rent to Owner: Reasonable Rent

a. During the HAP contract term, the rent to owner may
at no time exceed the reasonable rent for the contract
unit as most recently determined or redetermined by
the PHA in accordance with HUD requirements.

b. The PHA must determine whether the rent to owner is
reasonable in comparison to rent for other comparable
unassisted units. To make this determination, the PHA
must consider:

(1) The location, quality, size, unit type, and age of
the contract unit; and

(2) Any amenities, housing services, maintenance
and utilities provided and paid by the owner.

¢. The PHA must redetermine the reasonable rent when
required in accordance with HUD requirements. The
PHA may redetermine the reasonable rent at any time.

d. During the HAP contract term, the rent to owner may
not exceed rent charged by the owner for comparable
unassisted units in the premises. The owner must give
the PHA any information requested by the PHA on
rents charged by the owner for other units in the
premises or elsewhere.

7. PHA Payment to Owner
a. When paid

(1) During the term of the HAP contract, the PHA
must make monthly housing assistance

payments to the owner on behalf of the family
at the beginning of each month.

(2) The PHA must pay housing assistance
payments promptly when due to the owner.

(3) If housing assistance payments are not paid
promptly when due after the first two calendar
months of the HAP contract term, the PHA
shall pay the owner penalties if all of the
following circumstances apply: (i) Such
penalties are in accordance with generally
accepted practices and law, as applicable in the
local housing market, governing penalties for
late payment of rent by a tenant; (i) It is the
owner’s practice to charge such penalties for
assisted and unassisted tenants; and (iii) The
owner also charges such penalties against the
tenant for late payment of family rent to owner.
However, the PHA shall not be obligated to
pay any late payment penalty if HUD
determines that late payment by the PHA is due
to factors beyond the PHA’s control.
Moreover, the PHA shall not be obligated to
pay any late payment penalty if housing
assistance payments by the PHA are delayed or
denied as a remedy for owner breach of the
HAP contract (including any of the following
PHA remedies: recovery of overpayments,
suspension of housing assistance payments,
abatement or reduction of housing assistance
payments, termination of housing assistance
payments and termination of the contract).

(4) Housing assistance payments shall only be
paid to the owner while the family is residing
in the contract unit during the term of the HAP
contract. The PHA shall not pay a housing
assistance payment to the owner for any month
after the month when the family moves out.

b. Owner compliance with HAP contract Unless the

owner has complied with all provisions of the HAP
contract, the owner does not have a right to receive
housing assistance payments under the HAP contract.

c. Amount of PHA payment to owner

(1) The amount of the monthly PHA housing
assistance payment to the owner shall be
determined by the PHA in accordance with
HUD requirements for a tenancy under the
voucher program.

(2) The amount of the PHA housing assistance
payment is subject to change during the HAP
contract term in accordance with HUD
requirements. The PHA must notify the family
and the owner of any changes in the amount of
the housing assistance payment.

(3) The housing assistance payment for the first
month of the HAP contract term shall be pro-
rated for a partial month.

d. Application of payment The monthly housing

assistance payment shall be credited against the
monthly rent to owner for the contract unit.
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